
 

   

Instructions for Creating 
Local Level Visualizations of 
Student Weight Data on 
Health Data NY 
Updated July 2013 

This document details instructions for creating two sample visualizations of 2010-
2012 Student Weight Status Category Reporting (SWSCR) data from Health Data 
NY. For questions concerning the material in this guide, please contact:  
schoolbmi@health.state.ny.us  
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Sample Chart 1: School District Overweight and 
Obesity by Grade Level 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Step 1 
• Visit the Health.Data.Ny.Gov website by typing this 

address into your Web Browser 

Step 2 
• On the main Health.data.gov page, type "Student 

Weight" into the search box on the left hand sidebar  
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Step 3 

• Click on the "Student Weight Category Reporting Results: 
Beginning 2010" datafile from the list of datasets that 
populates 

Step 4 

• When the tabular dataset loads, click on the blue "Filter" 
button on the top, right-hand side of the screen. The 
default filter option should be set to "Area Name". 
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*If done correctly, you should now only see the three rows of data associated 

with your school district in the data table. There will be one row for elementary, 
one for middle/high and one for district total. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Step 5 

•Check the box next to the blank field under "Area Name" and type in 
your school district name. *Note: You may need to scroll through the 
tabular data to make sure you are typing in your district name exactly 
as it is spelled in the data set for the filter to work. 

Step 6 
• Next, click on the green "Visualize" button 

on the top, right-hand side of the screen 
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Step 7 

• Under the "Chart Setup" tab on the right-hand side, 
select "Column Chart" from the Chart Type drop-down 
list 
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Step 8 

•Under the "Configuration" tab on the right-hand side, select 
"Grade Level" from the Groups drop-down list. Type "Grade 
Level" for the X-axis title and "Percent" for the Y-axis title. 

Step 9 

• Under the "Data Columns" tab on the right-hand side, select "PCT 
OVERWEIGHT" from the Values Type drop-down list. Add another data 
column for "PCT OBESE" and "PCT OVERWEIGHT OR OBESE" by clicking on the 
"Add Data Column" button. You can keep the default colors or change them. 
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Step 10 

• If you want to add additional formatting or change the legend you can 
click on "Advanced Configuration". This will also allow you to add 
information to the fly-outs. Otherwise, click on the "Apply" button. 

Step 11 

• The chart you just created for your district should appear 
above the data table. You can scroll over the data bars to 
see the data value. 
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Step 12 

•To save the chart you just created, click on the "Save As" button at 
the top of the chart and type in a chart title. This will allow you to 
leave the site and still be able to access the chart at a later time. 

Step 13 

•You will need to create a Socrata ID account to save charts 
and view them at a later time. Click on "Sign Up" in the top, 
right-hand corner of the page and create an account.  
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Step 14 

• If you would like to put your chart online, for example, on 
your district website, you can click on the red "Embed" 
button on the right-hand side. 
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Step 15 

• Click on the size image you would like to place on your website. You can 
preview how the chart will look by clicking the "Preview" button. If you are 
happy with the chart, you can copy and paste the code in the box and put it 
on your site. 

Step 16 

• If you want to use the final chart in a PowerPoint, Word or other 
document, you can either hit the "Print Screen" button on your 
keyboard or select the image using screen capture software.  
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Sample Chart 2: Regional Comparison of Obesity 
Rates with NYS Prevention Agenda 2017 Target 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Step 1 
• Visit the Health.Data.Ny.Gov website by 

typing this address into your Web Browser 

Step 2 
• On the main Health.data.gov page, type "Student 

Weight" into the search box on the left hand sidebar  
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Step 3 

• Click on the "Student Weight Category Reporting Results: 
Beginning 2010" datafile from the list of datasets that 
populates 

Step 4 

• When the tabular dataset loads, click on the blue "Filter" 
button on the top, right-hand side of the screen. The 
default filter option should be set to "Area Name". 
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*If done correctly, you should now only see the three rows of data associated 

with your school district in the data table. There will be one row for elementary, 
one for middle/high and one for district total. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 5 

• Check the box next to the blank field under "Area Name" and type in your 
school district name. *Note: You may need to scroll through the tabular data 
to make sure you are typing in your district name exactly as it is spelled in the 
data set for the filter to work. 
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*If done correctly, you should now see the data for your school district, county, 

region and statewide by grade level. 
 

 

 
 

Step 6 

•Add additional "Area Name" filters for your County, Region, 
and for Statewide. NOTE: These names must be spelled 
exactly as they are in the data table for the filter to work. 

Step 7 
• Next, click on the green "Visualize" button 

on the top, right-hand side of the screen 
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Step 8 

• Under the "Chart Setup" tab on the right-hand side, 
select "Column Chart" from the Chart Type drop-down 
list 

Step 9 

•Under the "Configuration" tab on the right-hand side, select 
"Grade Level" from the Groups drop-down list. Type "Grade 
Level" for the X-axis title and "Percent" for the Y-axis title. 
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Step 10 

• Under the "Data Columns" tab on the right-hand side, 
select  only "PCT OBESE". You can keep the default colors 
or change them. 

Step 11 

• Click the box next to "Data Series Grouping" and 
select "Area Name" from the drop-down list. 
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Step 12 

•To add the NYS Prevention Agenda Target, click the box next to 
"Value Marker". Type "16.7" in the "At Value" box and "Prevention 
Agenda Target 2017: 16.7%" into the "Caption" box. 

Step 13 

• If you want to add additional formatting or change the legend you can 
click on "Advanced Configuration". This will also allow you to add 
information to the fly-outs. Otherwise, click on the "Apply" button. 
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Step 14 

• The chart you just created for your district should appear above the 
data table. You can scroll over the data bars to see the data value. You 
can also scroll over the dotted line to see the Prevention Agenda Target. 

Step 15 

•To save the chart you just created, click on the "Save As" button at 
the top of the chart and type in a chart title. This will allow you to 
leave the site and still be able to access the chart at a later time. 
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Step 16 

• Enter a name for your new 
visualization and hit the "Save" button. 

Step 17 

• You will need to have a Socrata ID account to save charts 
and view them at a later time. Either log in to save your 
view or click "Don't have an account?" to create one.  
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Step 18 

• If you would like to put your chart online, for example, on 
your district website, you can click on the red "Embed" 
button on the right-hand side. 
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Step 19 

• Click on the size image you would like to place on your website. You can 
preview how the chart will look by clicking the "Preview" button. If you are 
happy with the chart, you can copy and paste the code in the box and put it 
on your site. 

Step 20 

• If you want to use the final chart in a PowerPoint, Word or other 
document, you can either hit the "Print Screen" button on your 
keyboard or select the image using screen capture software.  


